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SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

 

I am writing to inform you that I am against the Bill aiming to end smacking by parents or 
family carers. 

As a Christian I’m guided by God’s Word and use the Bible in all my daily decisions.  

I and my four sisters were brought up where we were smacked for wilfully disobeying my 
parents instructions. At school we were strapped for doing wrong. 

It is the role of the parents to decide whether to use a light smack as a method of 
punishment, not the government 

In the Bible, Solomon says, ‘He who loves his son is careful to discipline him’ (Proverbs 
13:24) Child abuse is despicable and so is child neglect.  

 If I never disciplined my children I would be conditioning daughter for a life of heartache. 

Please think of their future! God disciplines His children; are wiser than God? 

Smacking is used to warn children of dangers before they are old enough to understand a 
verbal warning.  

Below are Bibles verses that guide my thinking. 

The Bible says, ‘No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but…Later…it 
produces…righteousness and peace’ (Hebrews 12:11). 

A youngster’s heart is filled with foolishness, but physical discipline will drive it far away’ 
(Proverbs 22:15). 

A child without boundaries is like a house without walls. It’s like living in a carport; there’s 
no protection from outside influences.  

A ComRes poll last year found that 74% of Scottish adults were against criminalising 
smacking, while only 14% were in favour. 

The state should not use the criminal law to regulate parenting. 
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I DO NOT support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by 
parents or grandparents.  (BUT I would not like to see my child smacked by a 
teacher, as I was as a child for retaliating after continually being bullied). 

I was not brought up in a Christian home but was loved and cared for and, if needed, 
I was punished with a smack to the hands or bottom and it did me no harm and 
taught me to behave. 
 
Loving parents should not be criminalised.  A smacking ban would turn thousands of 
parents into potential criminals overnight while doing little to stop bad parents 
abusing children. 
 
When our 2 children came along my husband and I disciplined them, as we were as 
children, and they have both turned out to be lovely and respectful young women 
who know how to behave.  At the age of 32 I became a Christian and started to read 
the Bible which confirmed that the way we were bringing up our children was the 
right way.   

Here are a few Scripture that I think speak for themselves.   

Proverbs 22:6 “Train a child in the way they should go, and even when they are old 
they will not depart from it.”   

Proverbs 22:15 “Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod (metaphor) of 
discipline will drive it far away.” 

Proverbs 29:15 “A rod (metaphor) and a reprimand impart wisdom, but a child left 
undisciplined disgraces its mother.”  

I have seen many children being disrespectful towards their parents and others. 
Throwing tantrums because they cannot get what they want, throwing food around in 
a restaurant and laughing.  They would be an embarrassment to me as a mother and 
grandmother but, I have seen parents laugh at the antics of their children and just let 
them get on with being naughty and causing mayhem with no consideration for 
others around them.  One of my children took a tantrum and I took her to a quiet 
place and told her off and smacked her bottom, she never showed me up again.   

Proverbs 28:17 “Discipline your children and they will give you peace, they will bring 
you the delights you desire.” 
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Hebrews 12:11 “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been 
trained by it.” 
 
Smacking is not child abuse. There is a clear difference between child abuse and 
loving parental discipline. 
 
Ignore what the Bible teaches and reap the consequences.  
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I am wholly against the proposed Bill because:- 

 Smacking has been misrepresented as ‘anger’. This is misinformation similar to 
Brexit canvassing. Ok there are instances of angry smacking. There is violence. But 
this Bill will limit the valuable control of children where necessary by the vast majority 
of parents. This will stop parents controlling children who will otherwise grow up to 
be violent. It is uncontrolled children who become violent in most cases. 

 It criminalises those who want the best for their children. The Children’s 
Commissioner thinks that  Zimbabwe’s outlawing of smacking has reduced violence 
there. Well he and others need to look at the news. There is no evidence, even in 
Scandinavia, that a ban has reduced violence. That is because discipline and 
violence/abuse are two different issues. John Finney’s proposals confuses them. 

 Like Norway, this is the State taking over parenting. If this goes through it is another 
example of Parliament flying in the face of the majority of parents. It is the opposite 
of equality and human rights. It will be imposing the perceived ‘right’ of a minority. 

 I, like many adults, was smacked as a child. I, like the majority of our beloved nation 
do not view this as abuse.  

 Smacking where appropriate, and loving parenting go together. 
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I Do Not Support The Bill 

As a parent, I do not support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by 
parents or carers. Physical punishment may be part of loving parental discipline. Child 
abuse is clearing not the same as that and it is misleading to construe loving parental 
discipline as such. 

I realise that the aim of the Bill is to protect children, however the law already protects 
children from abuse. The police and social workers already work to this goal. They do not 
need extra work chasing a parent who, for example, has smacked a child who has run out 
on to the road, when that parent did it in order to make clear that there is a consequence for 
that action (as my parents did once to the benefit of my younger brother). Better a smack 
than an injured or dead child. There is a clear difference between battering or abuse and a 
physical punishment that is reasonable chastisement. The police and social workers need 
to have time to counter real abuse and to protect those children who need it, instead of 
investigating parents who are simply parenting their children 

A parent often thinks long and hard about how best to guide their children in good 
behaviour, in loving others and in being considerate. Sanctions, reasonable chastisement, 
natural consequences might be used. Indeed physical punishment might be part of the 
repertoire. So if a child is removed by them from a room, from a toy or from another child, 
that is a physical punishment. Or if the parent physically holds the child when the child has 
a tantrum and needs to know that in the midst of his/her rage he/she is still loved. This 
could look like physical restraint. The parent may physically isolate a child in their room for 
a short period of time if the child needs time to calm down, or to consider better behaviour, 
or to have less stimulation. If physical punishment is no longer reasonable chastisement, 
then a parent, even one who does not smack, may fear being criminalised. 

Parents are the ones who should decide what is best for their children. They are the ones 
who know best how their children tick. It is the parent’s role to decide how to discipline their 
children, not the Government’s. The state should neither regulate parenting nor use the 
criminal law to do so. 

I’ve heard that supporters of the Bill say that the law regarding physical punishment should 
be the same for children and adults. But there are many instances where children are 
treated differently to adults: what a child can watch on TV or the internet; what a child can 
choose to drink; what a child can smoke or not; what a child can eat. There should be a 
clear reason why the law regarding physical punishment should be the same. I was 
smacked as a child, but I can honestly say that my parents were not child abusers. 
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Apparently polls regularly show that other adults agree with me: that over 80% of adults say 
they were smacked as children; and they also say that their parents were not child abusers. 
(Source: ComRes, 21 Sept-2 Oct 2017, ComRes interviewed 1,010 Scottish adults online 
between 21 September and 2 October 2017. Data were weighted to be demographically 
representative of all Scottish adults aged 18+.) To say that physical punishment by a loving 
parent causes that child to become an adult who abuses children, is nonsense, given the 
numbers of adults who were smacked and who quite simply are not child abusers!! In fact 
sadly, the reverse seems true. Sweden banned smacking in 1979 and child-on-child 
violence increased after the ban. The lack of parental discipline in Sweden has thus led to 
damaged children, and that can not be good for families or society (Larzelere, R E, Swindle, 
T, Johnson, B R, ‘Swedish Trends in Assaults Against Minors Since Banning Spanking, 
1981-2010’, International Journal of Criminology and Sociology, 2013(2), pages 129-137). 

I have given a number of points above, but you have also asked with groups would be 
impacted by the changes law. To clarify,  

- parents would be affected by fearing criminalisation;  

- children would be affected in two way, 1) less discipline 2) child abuse potentially 
unobserved for too long by over-worked police and social worker; 

- public services, particularly police and social workers would be have an increased 
workload, distinguishing between cases of child abuse and cases physical punishment by 
loving parents; 

- teachers would be overworked as they would be required to report instances of physical 
punishment. 
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In response to the main question – Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical 
punishment of children by parents or carers? 
 
I am deeply concerned that this bill is misguided. In law children are protected from assault. 
Smacking a child should not be seen as a criminal act but rather as a corrective to bad 
behaviour. I don’t feel I was scarred or abused as a child when I was smacked. It did 
however make me think carefully about indulging in a repeat of the behaviour that led to the 
smacking. There could be a real danger that by not allowing parents or carers to smack 
children you are likely to see an increase in child on child violence as happened in Sweden 
after smacking was banned there in 1979. You would also be depriving parents of an 
effective tool against bad behaviour on the basis that was done a loving discipline. This 
may well result in a person resorting to bad behaviour in later life. 

I don’t feel it is the role of Government to be involved in bringing up children and effectively 
criminalise loving parents. This seems to completely miss the mark when more resources 
need to be spent targeting those parents who are abusive to their children. It doesn’t make 
sense to be involving police resources in targeting parents who discipline their children 
because they love them and want their children to respect authority. 

Finally there is clear evidence that there is little support amongst the general public for this 
bill - one poll found that 74% of Scottish adults were against criminalising smacking. It 
seems reasonable to suggest that MSP‘s whose supporters enabled them to assume their 
present roles should be careful not to ignore their views when coming to make a decision 
on this significant piece of legislation. 
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Dear sir/madam,  

 

may I firstly congratulate and encourage you in your desire for children to be well looked 
after, brought up in ways that will protect them from harm, and encourage them to flourish 
to reach all that they are created to be.  

What I understand is this bill seeks to enhance the protection of children by ending physical 
punishment of children by parents. I would also recommend that children (under 16?) are 
not subjected to physical punishment But I am not in favour of the demand to withdraw the 
defence ‘reasonable chastisement’.  

I don’t believe this is a step that is helpful in maintaining a society where children are 
brought up, and taught and trained and encouraged to live in ways that respect and honour 
others before themselves.  

I think also that you are unintentionally criminalising parents who do use smacking as a 
form of training and nurture. We are not talking about hitting or abusive violence or hurting 
physically. Smacking is different from physical punishment.  Smacking can be used I 
believe to helpfully discipline a child. It can be done lovingly. It is not abuse. Smacking can 
be used in loving parental discipline.  

I am not sure there is overwhelming majority in favour of this either. Of course there is 
unlikely to be many people who respond to such a poll. You tend to get only those who are 
passionate about either side writing in. Ought children not to be disciplined? Can smacking 
be part of that? Not necessarily the only way.  Surely many of us grew up with smacking as 
part of our parental discipline but I don’t view my parents as criminals, abusers, haters, 
without love. Rather their love often meant I needed to be shown ‘no’ and ‘stop’.  

I do think there are significant implications on society as a result of such a move. One 
important factor is that this bill among others that government are seeking to progress (like 
the named persons) is that you are moving the rights and responsibilities of parenting away 
from parents to government.  As you increase more and more legislation, we are moving 
away from wisdom and discussion, and the difficulty of ‘grey’ to a more ‘black and white’ 
which is removing our ability in society to discern, make wise choices.  What is about the 
current laws that cannot deal with people who misuse ‘smacking’ and assault?  DO we 
really need any more laws?  
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So I do not support the Bill’s aim to end physical punishment. To smack is not about 
physical punishment, but about loving discipline.  Parents and children and the wider 
society such as enforcement agencies will all be affected.  You are far better spending time 
educating what is at the heart of abuse. Selfishness, dishonouring, wanting own way, lack 
of tolerance of other views, rebellion against authority.   

  

 




